Giant cell arteritis involving the lower limbs.
Giant cell arteritis is an inflammatory disease that can affect the arteries anywhere in the body. Two cases are reported in which the arteries of the lower limbs were involved. Intermittent claudication with a walking distance of only 30 m was the inaugural manifestation in both cases. A biopsy of the superficial femoral artery provided the diagnosis in the first case. Ergotamine toxicity was considered initially in the second case. Acute ischemia and gangrene requiring amputation can complicate giant cell arteritis of the lower limbs and consequently corticosteroid therapy in an effective dose should be given as soon as the diagnosis is made. The inflammatory arterial lesions improve under therapy, but irreversible fibrosis with stenosis can develop if treatment is initiated late.